
 Page 2           “The Case for Commitment”

 

 Commitment is one of those essential qualities 
 of life and real relationship that we are 
 tempted to fear, avoid or break.  True 
 commitment is ultimately something we must:

    1.   learn 

    2.  choose
  

    3.  grow

 However reluctantly we begin, however many 
 times we have to begin again, true commitment 
 is the only thing that will lead us into true:

    1.   service

    2.  intimacy

    3.  fruitfulness

 

     next weekend:  a new series - “Generosity”

Building the Case

The Case for Commitment

“What do you think?  There was a man who had 
two sons. He went to the first and said, ‘Son, 
go and work today in the vineyard.’  ‘I will not,’ 
he answered, but later he changed his mind and 
went.  “Then the father went to the other 
son and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 
will, sir,’ but he did not go.  “Which of the two 
did what his father wanted?”
					         Matthew 21:28-31a

Then he said to them all: “If anyone would come 
after me, he must deny himself and take up 
his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants 
to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will save it.  What good is it for 
a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or 
forfeit his very self?”  
					             Luke 9:23-25

“At this they wept again. Then Orpah kissed 
her mother-in-law good-by, but Ruth clung to her.   
“Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back 
to her people and her gods.  Go back with her.” 
But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you 
or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, 
and where you stay I will stay.  Your people will 
be my people and your God my God. Where you die 
I will die, and there I will be buried.  May the 
LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if 
anything but death separates you and me.” 

					              Ruth 1:14-17
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    	 Recommended Reading List:

	 A Long Obedience in the Same Direction, 
	 Eugene Peterson, Inter-Varsity, 1980
	
	 The Cost of Commitment, John White, 
 	 Inter-Varsity, 1976

	 The Cost of Discipleship, Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
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	 The Contemporary Christian, John Stott,
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	 The Fight, John White, Inter-Varsity, 1976

	 Building High Commitment in a Low-Commitment
 	 World, Bill Hull, Fleming Revell, 1995

	 Margin:  Restoring Emotional, Physical, Financial and 
	 Time Reserves to Overloaded Lives, Richard Swenson, 
	 Nav Press, 2004

	 The Power of Commitment: A Guide to Active,
	 Lifelong Love, Scott M. Stanley, Jossey-Bass, 2005

	

Connection Ques tions
for personal study & individual reflection, 

and small group discussion & comment


