Pastor David's wotes Fo¥ 3/6-7/20\0

Follow'mg Je sus

FiIXYwa Stawds

“F'Many) be stYowg w the LoYd 3awd v his wmighty

Powe;‘('. Put ow the fFull axYwoY of God so that 'you

c3w t3ke youX st3awd 393wmst the devil's schewmes.

FOoX ouY stYuggle is wot 393mst Flesh awd blood,

but 393wmst the YuleYs, 3agamst the authoYi-

ties, 393mst the poweYs ofF this davk woxld awd

3gaimst the spiYitudl Fovees of evil wm the heav-

ewly Yedlms. T heYefore put om the Full avwoy

Paje r 3 “FiYw Stawnds”

Followimg Jesus is wot 3w evewimg stYoll, it s

wot 3 dowwhill jog; Yesponwding to His qoodwess,

poweX 3awd love s 3 jourwey of wvtwv\acy 3awd

“YansForwmation that wmeludes tiwmes o{-‘ Yeal

challenwge that YequiYe us to plant oul Feet

3Aand stand FivYw: ’

of God 50 that whew the day of evil comes, you

wdy be 3ble to stawd youxY q\’otmd and 3afteX you

have dowe e.ve.*(y-tl—smq, €0 st3awd. St3awnd FiYw

\. aﬂa'mst thYeats

thew . . .'

Ephesiaws 6:\@-14a

“So thew, bYotheyYs, stawd FiYwm awnd hold 1o the

2. mundeY tew\gtat'\on

teadchivgs we passed ow 1o you, whetheX by woYd
oF wouth oY by letteY. May ou¥ Lo¥d Jesus

ChY'ist H'w»\se.I’F 3awd Ggod ouY 'Fathex, who loved

us 3awd by his 9Y¥3ce gave us etevYwadl ewcouYage -

3. LY tYuth

wment and 900d hope, ewcouXage ,you‘( heaYts awd

s-t\’e_v\j-the.v\ you [ e_ve_‘(,y good deed 3wd woxd."

2 Thessalowiaws 2:15-17

4. _aith togethe‘( wess

“Bly st3andmg FiXYwm yOu will 93w l\fe.”

Luke 21:\9

5. wavd “telos”

“Thevefore, wy deay bYotheYs, stand FiXw.

Let wothivmg W\ove_ you. Always give you‘(.selves Ful|y

<o the woYk of -tlne, Lovd, be,cause, you kwow -tha-t

youX 13boY m the LoYd is wot w vaim.

nwext weekewnd: Followkv\g Jesus - "Sorwavrd St¥Yides"

| coX'mthidaws |15:58




3. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 10:12-13 that we should learn

C ONNECTION QU ESTIONS from the mistakes and failures of the past, and we should

recognize our common temptations and stand up under
y for personal study & individual reflection, them believing that God will make a way for us not to fall.
/, and small group discussion & comment Standing firm “under” temptation is both a great trial for

our flesh and a great opportunity for our spirit to find
God in the midst of weakness. When you feel pressed

“Firm Stands” - Ephesians 6:10-20: 2 Thessalonians 2:15-17; down by temptation to fail or fall, do you understand that
Luke 21:5-19; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13; 15:58; you are not alone in your experience, and do you look for
Ps 40:1-2; 1 Peter 5:7-10; Colossians 4:12-13 the “way out” God provides? What helps us to own this

perspective that we have a choice in the face of temptation,

d that God is there to hel ke the right one?
1. Ephesians 6:1-20 teaches that following Jesus requires us and that bod 1s there foielp ts make the right one

to wear “armor” and to stand in the face of a “struggle”.

Is this the way you have been taught to think about

responding to the truth, love and power of Christ? Thatit

involves a struggle and the necessity of standing against

“powers” and “forces” that oppose following Him? How 4
have you experienced the reality of this struggle in your

own life?

. Jesus made the simple but profound statement that
through all of faith’s difficulties, hardships, oppositions
and trials it is “by standing firm you will gain life” (Luke
21:19). The life He wants us to “gain” is not found in
conforming or quitting, in surrender or submerging, in
falling back or turning away. We have to learn to stand
firm for what we don’t want to lose. What have you
already gained in Christ that you don’t want to give up or
have taken away? Do you think that Jesus has more for you
to gain that you will need to stand firm to find?

2. Standing for anything important inevitably means standing
against something else. If you want to stand for justice
you will find yourself standing against injustice. If you
want to stand for what is true you must resist what is false.
In following Jesus where should our emphasis lie? On what
we are for, or what we are against? Do you think Christians
today are more know for what they support, or what they
oppose? What is the right way to take a stand “for” some- 5
thing?

. Psalm 40:2 rejoices that the Lord has given us “a firm place
to stand”. How has He done that in your life? How is He
trying to help you occupy that firm place today?




