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AFteX his suFfFeYimg, he showed hiwsel§ to

At the tiwme of Jesus ascewsion back to the

these wewn 3nd g3ve widwy comvimemg pYoofs that

FatheY, the disciples weYe ewcouvaged to stop

he was 3live. He 3ppedYed to thewm oveY 3 peXi-

od of foY+ty days 3awd spoke 3bout the kinwgdow of

“lookimg mto the sky' §oY¥ Jesus (Acts LI@-1D.
IF wWwe wWawt to see Jesus 3afteY His 3scewsion

God. Ow Owe 0cecdsion, while he was e3ativwg with

3awnd befovYe His Yetuw, we betteX be.:

thewm, he gave thew this comwmand: Do wot leave

JevYusalem, but wait oYX the gFt wy FatheY

pYomised, which you have heaYd wme .'sPe_ak about.

FoX 3Johw bapt'\ze'd with wateY, but w 3 fFew

days you will be baptized with the Holy Spivit.”
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S‘ o whew they wmet togethe, they asked hiw,

Lo\’d aYe you 3t this tiwme 90mq <o \’e_s-to\’e_

the kquow\ to Tsvael?" He said to thewm: Tt

1S WOt $0Y you to kwow the tiwmes oY dates the
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FatheY has set by his own ButhoYity. But you will

Yeceive poweX whew the Holy s pn‘ﬁt comes om

yOu; 3awd you will be Wy witwesses m JeXYusadlewm,

awd [ 3|| Jud&B 3awnd Sama\’.a 3and to the ewds of

3. loDk‘m: be_zowd

the eavth.”

AfFteX he s3'd this, he wWas t3akew up befoYe

the Y veXy eyes, 3awd 3 cloud hid hiwi £Yowm theiY

4. wg bigae Y

sight. ’rhey ‘wexe looking mtev\tly up ‘mto the

sky 3as he was 90mg, whew sudde_v\ly <wo w\e.v\

d‘(e_sse_d wm white .s-tood be s\de -the_w\ “Mew of

Ggalilee 'the_y sa'd, wl—w do yOou stawd heYe lookimg

wmto the sk,y This same Je_sus who has beew

t3kew £Yow you mto heavew, will come back w

the sawme way YOu have seew hiwm g0 wto heav-

ew.

Acts 1:3-1l
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CONNECTION QUESTIONS

for personal study & individual reflection,

,//, and small group discussion & comment

“Looking For Jesus” - Acts 1:11; Luke 17:20-21: Hebrews 13:7-21

Philippians 3:7-16; 2 Corinthians 4:13-18

1. After the resurrection, Jesus appeared to hundreds of his

followers for a period of 40 days (Acts 1:3; 1 Cor 15:3-8)
and then was taken bodily from their sight back into heaven
(Acts 1:9-11). In this experience two angelic messengers
sought to reorient the vision of the disciples away from
gazing into the sky and toward getting on with the life
before them. Between Jesus” ascension and His return if we
want to see where Jesus is and what He is doing we, like the
first disciples, better look lower than the clouds. If you
were going to encourage someone to look for Jesus in the
world today, what direction would you have them turn?
How do we see Jesus in our lives and in the world around
us?

. In contrast to identifying the Kingdom of God with a

place or a moment, Jesus taught us to find the Kingdom
“within” (Luke 17:20-21). How are we supposed to
recognize God’s loving and gracious rule from the inside of
our lives? How different is that from looking here or there
for His presence or power?

3. Sometimes we become focused on the past and get stuck
gazing backwards when we really need to find Jesus in the
present by looking ahead. Read Philippians 3:7-16. What
is Paul’s orientation on the past and where he wants to
encounter Jesus’ resurrected life? What is required to be
“straining toward what is ahead” (Phil 3:13)?

4. What we look for in this life will determine what we find.

If we look for Jesus in the clouds we will waste our oppor-
tunity to find, experience and share Him in the world.
When you think about your life today, what are you really
looking for? How has that changed over the past few years?
Where is Jesus in your field of vision?

5. When we have trouble recognizing Jesus in our present
situation or feeling His presence in our circumstances, how
can trusted friends of faith help us to know His nearness?
Why do we sometimes need to look to others if we are
going to find God in our own lives? Why is it sometimes
easier to see Jesus in someone else’s situation?




