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Pushing Back The Davkwess

Paje 2 . Rewmedyivmg Disease”

Re_sme.dy'mj Disease

Thyee key Biblical t¥uths 3bout disease, illwess,

“Whew Fawmine oY plague comes to the lawd, oY

blight oY wildew, locusts oY 9YasshoppeX's, oY whew

mjuYy, d'\sa'b'.l‘.ty, 39mg, 3nd eveXYy pamful 3awd
tYoubling lwmitation we have to Face w this |ife:

3 evwewmy besieges thew iw 3wy ofF the Y cit-

\es, whateveY disasteY oY disease w3y come,

3nd whew 3 pY3yeX oY pled is wmade by 3wy of

you¥ people Tsvael - each owe 3awave of the

€ s ouY \’e_al'.ty

,a-FFl\c't'tDV\s of his oww hedYt 3awd spYeadmwg out

his hawds towaYd this tewple - thew heaY F£Yowm

heavew, youX dwellimg place. FoYgive awd act;

2. it wowmt 3lways be ouY \’e_ah-tz

deal with each waw aceoYding to 3ll he does,

swee you kwow his heav+t (fo¥ you dlowe kvwow the

heayts of all wmew), so that 't\'\ey will Feayx you

3. adisecadse Yegu]‘(es 3 \’e_w\edz'\v\j s-t‘(atggz

all the twv\e they live wm the lawd you gave ouY

Fathevs."

| Kings 8:37-49

A qodly .s-t\’a-te_qy fo¥ ‘(eme_dqu disease

would -te|| us:

Jesus went thyough 3ll the towws awd villages,

tedching W theiX sywadgogues, pY¥edchivg the
q900d wews ofF the kiwgdow 3awnd heialivg evexy

disedse 3wd sickness. Whew he saw the cYowds,

| addke ge‘(sowal ‘(es?ov\s'nb'ul'rtz

he had compassion om thew, because 'the,,y weYe
havassed awd helpless, like sheep without 3

shephevd. Thew he said to his disciples, "The

2. dOV\)'t buy oY sell swake oil

havve st s plenwtiful but the wovkeYs 3ave fFew.

Ask the LoYd of the haYvest, theYefoYe, to

sewd out WoYkeYs wmto his havvest Field." He

3 axeYcise both fa'.th 3awnd wWisdow
N

called his twelve disciples €0 him 3wd gave thew

au-tho('rtly €0 dY'ive out evil spiXits awd to heal
e_ve_\’,y diseadse 3awd sickwess.

4. apSveY su¥YewdeX hope

Matthew 9:35-12:\
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CoONNECTION QUESTIONS

for personal study & individual reflection,

/‘/, and small group discussion & comment

“Remedying Disease” - 1 Kings 8:37-40; Matthew 9:35-10:1;

1 Timothy 5:23; John 9:1-3; James 5:14-16

1. At the dedication of the temple in Jerusalem, King Solomon

prayed that God would “forgive and act” whenever His peo-
ple called on Him in that place, “whatever disaster or
disease may come” (1 Kings 8:37-40). The end result of
each person’s turning to God with an awareness of “the
afllictions of his/her own heart” Solomom prayed, would
be that they would learn to “fear” Him; really know God as
God. Our struggle with disease can either bring darkness
and distance into our lives, or it can bring God’s light and
truth up close and personal. And not just in the experi-
ence or outcome of healing, but in the struggle with weak-
ness, limitation and pain. The vulnerability and fraility

of this life affords abundant opportunity to connect with
the greater life of God. Can you think of examples in the
Bible of this where people deeply connected to God in their
illness or suffering? Do you have occasions in your own life
where your “disaster or disease” caused you to connect
with God in a real way?

. To broken lives in a broken world, Jesus came to redeem,
heal and transform. He carries the help and hope of God in
this present age and the promise of glorious, whole and
lasting life in the eternity to come. How does this ultimate
promise of healing touch our present struggle with disease?
Do you carry with your faith in Jesus this hope of final
freedom?

3. In trying to determine the root cause of a certain man’s

blindness, the disciples asked Jesus if it was the result of
his sin or that of his parents (John 9:1-3). Jesus responded
that it was neither, but his hardship was an opportunity for
“the work of God to be displayed in his life”. To view ill-
ness, disease, injury and disability as situations in which
God can “work” is a remarkable and distinctive viewpoint
of Jesus. Do you share this point of view? How does our
desire to assign blame for someone’s condition get in the
way of acting compassionately and effectively toward them?

. Paul encouraged his young co-worker Timothy to “stop

drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your
stomach and your frequent illnesses” (1 Tim 5:23).
Apparently significant Christian leaders had to both battle
frequent illness, and apply wisdom as well as prayer and
faith to their own struggles. Where does wisdom fitin
terms of diet, medical treatment, natural remedies, etc. in
your fight with disease? Is wisdom a substitute for faith, or
another aspect of faith?

. James teaches that if we are sick we should have leaders

in the church pray and annoint us for healing (James 5:14-
16). Is this something you are open to receiving? Why or
why not? Why would God want us to connect with the
church and its leadership as part of His healing plan?




