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4. Most people in the world today and all throughout history
have been like those Paul addressed in Athens as “very
religious” (Acts 17:16-23). As Paul observed, this common
religious motivation can lead us as much into idolatry as
it can into the real relationship with God. But many today
are irreligious, they are indifferent or antagonistic to
religious concerns. What can help people who are put off
by religion find the truth their heart is searching for? How
can the church serve ‘the reach for God’ that both religious
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“Gathering Searching Hearts”: Acts 17:16-31; Matthew 12:30;
Luke 3:15-18: Jeremiah 29:11-14: Prov 25:2; 1 Chronicles 28:9

1. As a result of our sin and brokenness, we hide from God

even as He searches for us (Genesis 3:6-10). The starting
line for spiritual change is our personal decision to reach
out from the shadows and begin pursuing a restored
connection with God only made possible by His grace. This
reaching for God is the foundation of our very existence,
the true meaning of life in this fallen world (Acts 17:26-27).
In your own experience, what has moved you out of the
passive shadows and into an active place of reaching for
God? Has this been an easy or comfortable process? What
makes it difficult?

. How has your motivation for pursuing and finding God in
your life changed or grown over the course of time? What
has increased your motivation? What has made it wane?

. Ifitis God’s intent to gather searching hearts like yours and
mine back into restored and right relationship with Him-
self,once we experience His gracious and forgiving embrace
in Jesus Christ, how does He begin to involve us with that
saving intent for others (Mt 12:30)? What do you think
Jesus meant by “gather with me”? What would be involved
in doing this?

and irreligious people need to make?

5. John the Baptist prophesied the saving and separating role

that Jesus as the Christ would have in the world by saying
that He would “gather the wheat into His barn, but He will
burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire” (Lk 3:17). In all
of our lives Jesus seeks to gather us to what is good and
lasting, and separate us from what is false and failing.
How do people resist this gathering mandate of Jesus?
What can we do in our lives to cooperate with the pull

of His grace into lasting goodness and fruitfulness?

. Proverbs 25:2 says that it is “the glory of kings” to search

out a matter. How does searching and reaching for what
needs to be known, must be known, reveal the worth and
nobility of the one who searches for it? How do we show
our true value by the things we pursue and search to find?




