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Life w ¢YXisis / Ruth L:1-22

Paje 2 “L"Fe wm cYXisis / Ruth L:1-22

“Tn the days whew the judges Yuled, theve was

Tw the £i¥st chapteY of the book of Ruth,

3 Famine W the lawnd, 3awd 3 wmaw FYom Bethle-

Naowi s l'Fe 3awd hope s devastated by:

hewm w Judah, togetheY with his wife awd two

sows, wewt to live §FoY 3 while W the countYy of

Moab. The wmans wawme was El'welech, his wife s

\. loss of YesouYece 3awd sec_u‘(;tz

wawme Naowmi, 3wd the wawmes of his two sows

wevYe Mahlow and Kiliow. They weYe Eph¥athites

£Yom Be-thlehew, Judah. And they wewt to Moab

awnd lived theve. Now Eliwmelech, Naowi s husbawnd,

loss of waxYYiage 3awd Fawﬁlz

died, 3nd she was left with heY two sows. They

waYYied Moabite wowmew, owe wawmed 0Ypah awd

the otheY Ruth. AFteY they had lived theve

3. - loss of '.dent'rtz 3wnd comwmunity
——

3bout tew yeavYs, both Mahlov( awd Kiliow 3also died,

and Naowi was leSF€t Without heX <wo sows awd

he¥ husband.”

Tw the widst of difficulties awd cYXisis, de -

Ruth L:\-5

cisions have 4o be wade about what we believe:

“Whew 3w 3liew lives with you ‘w youX |3wd, do wot

wmistY¥edt him. The aliew l'vimg ’w'\-tl—s you wust be

tYedted 3s one ofF you‘( wative -bo¥Yw. Love hiwm 3s

| - gbou-t aod

you‘(se,lF oY you wexe 3dliews w qup-t T awm the

1oRD youy God.

Leviticus 19:33-34

2. _3bout having 3 “full" life

“But you, 0 God, do see tYouble 3awd gYief; yOu

cDV\S\de,‘( € €0 t3ke t i hawd. The V\C'thm

3. adbout the E\’e_sev\t S©.3S0w
N

comwmits h.wse_l? <o YOu; you 3Ye the helpeY of

the fFathevless.”

Psalwm 1@:14

“FoY he does wot willimgly bYing aF-Fluc-tuov\ oY

gYief to the childfew O0f wew.  Lamewtations 3:33

next weekewd: “SuYviving Forwavd' - Ruth 2:1-21




CoONNECTION QUESTIONS

for personal study & individual reflection,

/‘/, and small group discussion & comment

“Life in Crisis”: Ruth 1:1-22

1. The book of Ruth is intriguing in that it tells a story of loss
and redemption about ordinary people in a difficult time.
No great battles are fought, no national or international
issues are decided. This is the story of one family in crisis
told from a woman'’s perspective about surviving loss
and limitation with little resource and struggling faith. It
is a story of being away from where you were meant to be
and getting back home. Like Naomi and Ruth, we live in a
time that requires courage and risk in pursuing the life God
has for us. In what ways can you personally relate to the
story Ruth 1:1-22 introduces? In what ways does it seem
foreign and far-removed?

2. Elimelech, Naomi and their sons left their home in Bethle-
hem as economic refugees seeking rescue and resource in
the neighboring country of Moab. We are not given much
information about how they were received in that foreign
land, but we do know how the Lord expected aliens and
strangers to be treated in Israel. Read Leviticus 19:33-34;
Deuteronomy 10:12-19; and Malachai 3:5. What do these
passages tell us about God’s expectation for His people
regarding their response to aliens and refugees? Why are we
supposed to have a particular empathy and identification
for those who live as aliens in a foreign land? What do
Ephesians 2:17-19 and 1 Peter 2:11 tell us about our very
real connection to the experience of being strangers and
aliens ourselves?

3. Women in the ancient world were in a very vulnerable position

when left on their own. Without marriage or family protection
and support, women had few options when it came to provid-
ing for themselves. They were shut out of trades and education.
They were the prey of the powerful and the perverse. Servitude,
slavery or prostitution often became the only options for
unprotected widows in the harsh, survival-based culture of

the ancient world. This is one reason why the support of
widows without families was such a compassionate concern

of Jesus and the early church. Naomi, Orpah and Ruth were in
the most vulnerable position possible, which is why Naomi
urged her daughters-in-law to return to their “mother’s home”
(Ruth 1:8). In light of these realities, how do you understand
Orpah’s decision to go back? What do you make of Ruth’s
choice to stay with Naomi and go forward with her in this
vulnerable place?

. How does Naomi understand God’s role in her misfortune

and suffering? Why does she believe that the Lord is against
her? Can you understand her thinking? Do you think she was
right or wrong?

. Chapter one of Ruth ends with Naomi and Ruth’s return to

Bethlehem. The women of the town find Naomi quite changed
by her experiences, and Naomi herself wants to be called
“Mara” which means “bitter”. Who we are and who we become
in the midst of affliction is one of life’s greatest challenges. In
too much loss, we can lose ourselves. In their return to Beth-
lehem, “the house of bread”, these two women need to find
hope, need to find God, and they need to find themselves. Do
you know people in a comparable life season? In your own
uncertainty about the future, is there opportunity for new
choices and redemptive change?




